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Summary

How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

What is PROTERRA ?

What is PROTERRA doing ?

SIACOT´s, Glossaries, Publications of proceedings, Guide books
Workshops, webinars, videos, newsletters, Round Robin Tests

How to become a member of PROTERRA ?



1984
21 countries

I.. II.. XIV. XVI..XV..

Sub-programs
Thematic network → HABITERRA (1991-1998)

Demonstration projects
(different subjects in the same area)(different areas and 

subjects)

HABYTED

How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

CYTED:
Ibero-american Program of Science and Thecnology for Development, created by the governments of Ibero-
american countries to promote the cooperation on subjects related to science, technology and innovation, and
the harmonious development of Ibero-america

Coordinators:

Julian Salas  (1987- 1994)

Silvio Rios  (1994 -2001)

Edin Martinez (2001 – 2006)



Organization and scope of action
• One person representing each participating country
• Academic character
• Developing training, capacity building, exchange and 

scientific interaction activities

Coordinators
Patricio Cevallos (Ecuador) 1991 - 1992
Silvio Ríos (Paraguay) 1992 - 1994
Alberto Calla (Bolivia) 1994 - 1998

Team
Representatives of 14 ibero-american countries (some of 
them still in PROTERRA)

How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

Thematic network HABITERRA: Sistematization of the use of 
earth as building material for social housing



How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

10 countries
50 building technologies, in use 

or under research

Recommendations for the 
elaboration of technical standards 

(adobe, rammed earth, CEB)

Ibero-american Earth Construction 
Exhibition

Collection and cataloging Standardization/Normalization Dissemination

Thematic network HABITERRA (1991-1998)



RILEM in this period (late 80 and 90´s):

The TC 96-EB - Earth construction was created

It was followed by the TC 153-CEB - Building with earth – Compressed earth block 

technology, starting in 1992

In turn, followed by the TC 164-EBM - Mechanics of earth as a building material, starting in 

1994 

(all in Cluster – Others)

The 1st RILEM recommendations on rammed earth was from 1997 



Sub-programs
(different areas)

Thematic network (HABITERRA 1991 – 1998)
Demonstration project (Proterra 2001- 2005(6))

1984
21 countries

XIV. 

1 ...

2 ...

7 ...

8 ...

6 . Proterra
Coordination
Célia Neves, Brazil (2001–2006)

How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

Proterra (2001-2006)



How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

Objectives

• Promote demonstration projects with earth for building

• Advise entities dedicated to the construction of social housing

• Advise on the development of standards for earth building

• Training and transfer of knowledge for earth building 

Activities – Year 1

• Add experts to the Proterra project

• Organize available knowledge

• Identify appropriate tools to encourage the use of earth for social housing

• Organize the first SIACOT – International Seminar for Architecture and Construction with 
Earth

Demonstration research project Proterra (2001-2006)



How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

100 people

4 assemblies

4 SIACOT´s

9 demonstration projects

39 Proterra expositions

23 workshops and 
courses

27 publications

58 members, 11 colaborators, 13 
observers and 18 representatives of 15 
“friendly” institutions

Brazil, Spain, El Salvador, Portugal

Brazil, Spain, Argentina, Portugal (this 
one in 2005)

1070 people were involved

5190 visitors

1990 people participated

7 printed books, 15 CDs, 2 e-documents 
and 3 catalogues

Demonstration research project Proterra (2001-2006)



How was PROTERRA created ? The history of PROTERRA

Publications of Proterra



Demonstration 
research project 

Proterra 2001 - 2005(6)

PROTERRA
Red Iberoamericana de Arquitectura y 

Construcción con Tierra /
Rede Ibero-americana de Arquitetura 

e Construção com Terra
Iberian peninsula countries + American countries

Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries

Statute and 
Regulations

4 September 2006 (1st version)

24 September 2011 (2nd version)

8 June 2020 (in force)

Scientific Council
3 members + 2 external experts

Consultive Council
5 membersCoordinators

Célia Neves (Brazil) 2006 - 2008
Luis Fernando Guerrero (México) 2008 - 2011
Mariana Correia (Portugal) 2011 - 2014
Hugo Pereira (Chile) 2014 - 2017
Delmy Núñez (Salvador) 2017 - 2021
Camilo Giribas (Chile) 2021 - 2025

What is PROTERRA ? 

PROTERRA - Ibero-American network of architecture and construction with earth (2006-…….)

In RILEM, after almost two decades without 

addressing earth construction, in 2016 the TC 274-

TCE - Testing and characterization of earth-

based building materials and elements was 

created and worked with 32 members 

(Cluster E – Masonry, timber and cultural heritage)



OBJECTIVES:
Generation, dissemination and transfer of
knowledge, as well as construction practice,
for new buildings and the preservation of
cultural diversity in terms of material and
intangible heritage around architecture and
construction with earth

140 Members
15 Friendly instituciones (such as RILEM)
4      Associated networks

Oficial languages:
Spanish and Portuguese

https://redproterra.org/es/

What is PROTERRA ? https://redproterra.org/es/miembros/

PROTERRA - Ibero-American network of 
architecture and construction with 
earth (2006-…….)

https://redproterra.org/es/
https://redproterra.org/es/miembros/


RESEARCH

PUBLICATIONS

NEWSLETTER

OTHER 

ACTIVITIES

RRT

ONLINE 

DISSEMINATION

EVENTS 

SUPPORT
WEBINARS

VIRTUAL 

WORKSHOPS

What is PROTERRA ? 

Coordinator



What is PROTERRA doing ? SIACOT – International Seminars on Architecture and Construction with Earth



What is PROTERRA doing ? SIACOT → https://redproterra.org/es/memorias-siacot/

https://redproterra.org/es/memorias-siacot/


What is PROTERRA doing ? Next SIACOT 

22nd SIACOT - La Serena, Chile – November 2024 
https://redproterra.org/es/22-siacot/

https://redproterra.org/es/22-siacot/


2005 2009

What is PROTERRA doing ? Publications → https://redproterra.org/es/publicaciones-proterra/

2002/2003 2015 - actual

Glossary → https://redproterra.org/es/terminologia/

https://redproterra.org/es/publicaciones-proterra/
https://redproterra.org/es/terminologia/


20112016

What is PROTERRA doing ? Publications



2012 2019

What is PROTERRA doing ? Other Publications → https://redproterra.org/es/otras-publicaciones/

https://redproterra.org/es/otras-publicaciones/


What is PROTERRA doing ? Newletter → https://redproterra.org/es/boletines/

https://redproterra.org/es/boletines/


Conferencias organizadas 

pela Universidad Mayor de 

San Andrés, La Paz, Bolivia

What is PROTERRA doing ? Webinars, videos, … → https://redproterra.org/es/noticias/



What is PROTERRA doing ? Workshops, visits, expositions, Round Robin Tests, …

Apart from SIACOT´s, which always include workshops and visits to earth constructions, partners organize 

hands-on workshops, expositions, visits, round robin tests



How to become a member of PROTERRA ?

https://redproterra.org/es/candidatura/

According to the Statute of PROTERRA, the candidate interested in joining PROTERRA must share the 

mission of the Network and demonstrate having international experience on earth construction and 

architecture, especially in the area of Ibero-America

The candidate person or institution must submit their application to the PROTERRA Coordination Camilo 

Giribas (info@redproterra.org):

- Referring to the most important activities that he/she has carried out or currently carries out in the 

field of architecture and construction with earth

- Mentioning the reasons why running as a candidate and how foresees the contribution to the Network

- Indicating the name of a PROTERRA member who supports the candidacy

- Attaching the CV

After acceptance, there is no fee for the voluntary work but effective contribution is requested !

https://redproterra.org/es/candidatura/


Thank you for your attention!

paulina.faria@fct.unl.pt

info@redproterra.org

mailto:paulina.faria@fct.unl.pt
mailto:info@redproterra.org
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